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Capital Region individuals, 
families, businesses and 
organizations will step up to 

prevent child abuse on September 
23, by taking part in the 2006 Walk 
for Children. We hope you’ll join us 
for a three-mile walk to support safe 
and happy childhoods for all of New 
York’s children. The walk will kick 
off at 10 a.m. at Albany’s Washington 
Park Lake House, wind through the 
park, and end at the Lake House for a 
celebration of food and prizes.

You can walk individually. You 
can walk with family, friends, co-
workers and, most importantly, you 
can walk with children! Consider 
becoming a Team Leader and 
recruiting a team of people to walk 
with you. We’re happy to send 
you our Team Leader Handbook, 

which offers ideas and step-by-step 
instructions for recruiting walkers 
and raising money. All teams will be 
rewarded with a team photo.

Every step you take and every 
dollar you raise helps to fund child 
abuse prevention programs in your 
community. Every walker who raises 
$50 or more will receive a 2006 Walk 
for Children T-shirt.

How do you participate in the 
2006 Walk for Children? The first step 
is to register. Call 1-800-CHILDREN 
or e-mail walk@preventchildabuseny.
org to request registration brochures. 
You can also register online at 
https://preventchildabuseny.
org/walkregistration.shtml. If you 
register as a Team Leader, we’ll 
send you a Team Leader Handbook. 
If you’d like some ideas about 
organizing a team right away, you 
can download the handbook. Visit 
www.preventchildabuseny.org/
2006walkforchildren.shtml and click 
on Team Leader Handbook.

The next step is to get sponsors. 
Tell your sponsors that their donations 
will help fund child abuse prevention 
programs throughout the state. After 
that, all you have left to do is walk! 
Check in at the Lake House at 9 a.m. 
on September 23. The walk will begin 
at 10 a.m., rain or shine.

We hope you’ll join us for food, 
entertainment, prizes and celebration 
at the 2006 Walk for Children. 

Special thanks to our 2006 Walk 
for Children corporate sponsors: Pepsi 
Bottling Group, Key Bank, Bollam, 
Sheedy, Torani & Co., Bast Hatfield, 
Stewart’s Shops, Matrazzo Florist, and 
Lamar Media Group.

Walk for Children to be Held Sept. 23 in Albany
Step Up to Show Your Support for New York’s Children and Families

Price Chopper Pin-Up 
Campaign to Prevent Child 
Abuse a Great Success

>> We extend our very deep thanks 
to Golub Corporation and the store 
associates and customers at all Price 
Chopper stores in New York. Their 
April pin-up campaign resulted in 
a donation of $23,533 to Prevent 
Child Abuse New York. We also are 
pleased that this year the campaign 
was extended to the Prevent Child 
Abuse America chapters in Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 
Rhode Island.
 We also express sincere thanks 
to Applebee’s International and The 
Chocolate Gecko for their support of 
the Price Chopper campaign.

Niagara Falls Walk for 
Children Raises $5,000 for 
Prevent Child Abuse New York

>> Very special thanks to Mary 
Sanders for her tremendous 
fundraising efforts at the second 
annual Niagara Falls Walk for 
Children. More than 130 walkers 
gathered at the Niagara Gorge 
Discovery Center to show their support 
for New York’s children and families. 
The Niagara Falls business community 
also took a big step in preventing 
child abuse, with more than 40 area 
businesses donating goods and services 
to the walk. 
 We are so impressed with and 
touched by Mary’s dedication to 
preventing child abuse. We look 
forward to helping her create an even 
more successful 2007 Niagara Falls 
Walk for Children.
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Prevent Child Abuse New York is involved with 
several state and national initiatives that reflect a 
promising new direction for our field. After more 

than 25 years implementing programs that we think are 
effective, there is a concerted nationwide effort to take 
a closer look at what we know (and don’t know) about 
how to prevent child abuse and neglect, and to apply that 
knowledge to our work so we can better assure children’s 
health, development, nurture, and safety.

Increasingly, child abuse prevention is shifting to 
the public health sector and applying public health 
principles. At risk of oversimplifying, a public health 
approach includes: Working “upstream” to prevent the 
problem before it occurs; responding to four ecological 
levels—the individual, relationships, communities, and 
society; and paying attention to the evidence in designing 
and implementing interventions, evaluating their 
effectiveness, and making decisions about a particular 
program or strategy.

None of these are entirely new ideas. As my father used 
to say, “That’s what we’ve been talking about all along.” 
The difference is that we’re learning more and more how 
to apply those principles, with significant leadership 
and support from the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). For example:

Promoting evidence-based parenting education with 
help from the PREVENT Child Maltreatment Institute. 
Among the factors that reduce child maltreatment are 
parents’ knowledge of parenting and child development, 
effective problem solving and communication skills, and 
social connections. So I am delighted to be involved in a new 
project to increase the availability and scope of parenting 
education for the prenatal/early childhood period, as a 
result of our New York team being selected to take part in 
the CDC-funded PREVENT Institute. The project reflects 
one of the objectives of New York’s multi-agency Early 
Childhood Comprehensive Systems (ECCS) plan, and the 
team includes the ECCS plan facilitators—Department of 
Health, Council on Children and Families, and the Children 
and Family Trust Fund. We will be working closely during 
the coming year with colleagues from NYS Office of 
Children and Family Services, Schuyler Center for Analysis 
and Advocacy, NYS Office of Temporary and Disability 
Assistance, and parenting educators from across the state.

Setting the direction for primary prevention through 
BECAUSE Kids Count! What are we doing? How are we 
doing it? And what do we know about our effectiveness? 
These questions are being addressed by Prevent Child 
Abuse America, as well as by Parents Anonymous and 
the National Alliance of Children’s Trust Funds, in an 
ambitious project with CDC to expand our capacity to 
effectively address child maltreatment, particularly before 
abuse or neglect occur. Based on findings from inventories 
and assessments of their national networks, the three 
organizations are developing plans to implement and 
test national prevention strategies across the country, in 
collaboration with their chapters, as well as with each 
other and CDC. By the end of this year, we will have more 
information about the national strategies. At this time, 
it appears that Prevent Child Abuse America will focus 
on a process, rather than a program, strategy: Improving 
chapters’ and the field’s capacity to evaluate our work and 
to use research-based evidence in our decision making. 

Home Visiting Discussion Group. Closer to home, the 
NYS Department of Health (DOH) is playing a major role 
in moving forward the evidence-based prevention strategy 
of home visiting. With leadership from Schuyler Center for 
Analysis and Advocacy, officials from DOH have joined 
representatives from home visiting programs (e.g., Healthy 
Families New York, Nurse Family Partnership, Community 
Health Worker) and other public and private state agencies, to 
explore avenues to identify and provide services to all families 
who need extra support during the prenatal/early childhood 
period. Through a series of thought provoking presentations 
and discussions, we are moving toward a common 
understanding of how a system of universal screening and 
home visiting could be accomplished in our state.

These many exciting developments have invigorated our 
work on behalf of New York’s children and families. I look 
forward to continued collaboration with my state and 
national colleagues and to reporting the outcomes of our 
hard work in future editions of Network News.

Yours Sincerely,

Christine S. Deyss
Executive Director

Dear Friends of Children,
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This September it is anticipated 
that the New York State Office 
of Children and Family Services 

will be releasing a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) to expand the Healthy 
Families New York (HFNY) program 
to unserved high-need communities. 
The HFNY model of home visitation 
services is modeled after Healthy 
Families America (HFA), a national 
program of Prevent Child Abuse 
America, designed to provide support 
for expectant and new parents.

HFNY offers home-based services 
prenatally or shortly after the birth 
of the child. Participants are screened 
to identify risk factors and stressors. 
Families who participate in the 
program are offered long-term in-home 
services until the child is in school or 
Head Start. HFNY focuses on the safety 
of children and supporting families. 
The services are easily accessible 
to isolated at-risk families and are 
respectful of cultural and community 
diversity. Approximately $2.3 million 
will be available in this RFP. Priority 
for funding will be given to high-need 
communities.

To develop a HFNY program, it is 
recommended that communities:

l Convene a planning group before
 the RFP is released. One of   
 the goals of HFNY is to screen
 all expectant and new parents  
 in the geographic target area  
 for risk factors that would make  
 the family eligible for the service.  
 Therefore, agencies that can   
 assist in the screening process  
 must be included in the planning  
 group. With HIPPA requirements,  
 it is critical to have written referral  
 agreements with prenatal health  
 providers, hospitals, private
 OB-GYN providers, and   
 community-based agencies. It  
 is also important to have support  
 and representation from the local  
 departments of social services and  
 health on the planning group.

l Define your target area and  
 conduct a needs assessment.  
 HFNY sites serve specific high- 
 risk geographic areas that rank  
 above the state average on issues  
 such as poverty, teen pregnancy,  
 Medicaid births, infant mortality,  
 maternal mortality, low birth  
 weight, late or no prenatal care,  
 and rate of indicated reports of  
 child abuse and maltreatment.   
 Target areas could be a county,  
 part of a city, certain zip codes  
 or census tracts, etc. It is important  
 to identify a target area that is not 
 too large for a community   
 initiative and one where universal  
 screening is feasible. This is   
 important because sites will want  
 to provide quality home visiting  
 services in their target area and
 not be overly ambitious. The
 needs assessment should review  
 the number of births and risk  
 factors in the target area.

l Begin to identify the referral  
 process. What agency will take  
 the lead for the project? HFNY  
 lead agencies include many   
 different health and social services  
 agencies. Will there be a   
 centralized intake or will many
 agencies screen and refer families?
 It will be important to be able to
 clearly state the role of all   
 participating agencies and the  
 role of community partners in  
 the collaboration of services. It is
 also important to develop   
 strategies to engage hard-to-reach  
 families, including women who  
 do not seek prenatal care.  

l Develop a draft work plan and
 identify key players. How will  
 your HFNY site coordinate with  
 existing services? How will   
 you build community support  
 and ownership for the program?  
 Does your community or agency  
 have funding to support a HFNY  

 site? In the past, sites have been  
 required to contribute ten percent  
 of the total cost. How will the  
 program accommodate cultural  
 differences and use cultural and  
 family strengths and resources?

 It is important to become familiar 
with HFNY and with HFA standards. 
Information on HFNY can be found 
on the OCFS Web site, www.ocfs.state.
ny.us (click on Child Abuse Prevention 
Services, then on Home Visiting Team), 
or on the HFNY Web site, www.
healthyfamiliesnewyork.org (click 
on Community Leaders, Funders). 
Information to assist you in learning 
about Healthy Families America is 
available on their Web site www.
healthyfamiliesamerica.org.
 A Healthy Families America Site 
Development Guide is available at 
http://www.healthyfamiliesamerica.
org/publications/download.shtml#site  
and gives a wealth of information on 
getting started, designing the program, 
budgeting, providing services, and 
maintaining the program. It is also 
recommended that interested sites 
become familiar with the HFA self-
assessment guidelines, also available 
on their Web site.  
 Finally, HFNY is a very structured 
program that provides quality home 
visiting services to families at risk. It 
is critical that prospective sites bring 
passion, energy and commitment to 
providing quality services.  

Funding Opportunity

Expanding Healthy Families New York
Office of Children and Family Services Expected to Release RFP
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Community Support

Prevent Child Abuse New York thanks the many individuals, companies, 
and foundations whose generosity makes our work possible.

Prevent Child Abuse New York’s Donors
Our Supporters from January, 2006, to Present

Gold Support ($500+)
Lifetime Health Medical Group
Miriam and David Phalen
Pepsi Bottling Group
Ralph Valenti, Villa Valenti 50/50 Sauce Co.
Dr. Jack Coyne
Brandon Mersky
Judy Russell
Patricia Truscelli

Silver Support ($200+)
Claudette Antholzner and Jim Caldwell
Bast Hatfield
Clear Channel Radio
St. Andrews Church, Albany
Stewart’s Shops
Toni Ann Bernard
Kyle Doebler
Christine Frederick
Joan Fuess
Roberta Gancarz
Fran Holmes
Cindy Lee
David Mann 
Frank Markowski
William Montgomery, Esq.
Michael Murray
Cindy Scott
Bruce Shore
Marion White
Christina Woodward

Friends (to $199)
Susan Aiken
Lisa Allendorph
Mark Altschuler
Birgitte Alvarez-Rivero
Marni Amoretti
Alexander Amoriello
Sandy Annarino
Charlotte Antonucci
Nancy Azzaro
Freda V. Bailey
Joe Balisteri
Robert Barker
William B. Barr  
Delores Barrett
Danielle Beach
Tom and Kelly Becker

Diamond Corporate Contributor
Golub Corporation—Price Chopper Supermarkets......................................$23,533

Walk for Children Local Organizers
Mary Sanders’ Niagara Falls Walk for Children..............................................$5,000
Doxene Roberts’ Bronx Walk for Children.......................................................$1,000
Heather Kipping’s Cazenovia College Walk & Blue Ribbon Campaign.........$705
Kelly Becker, Steuben County Walk for Children...............................................$110

Cindy and Jenna Behm
Anita Behn
Cyprian Belle
Jenn Benn
Roy Benn
John A. Bennett, Jr.
Edye Benson
Dorothy Berdinka
David and Diane Berghash
Sanford and Margaret Berman
Brenda Beseth
Jen Bielewicz
Nicole Biro
Barbara Blake
Bernard and Bailey Bloom
Karen Blumenthal
Robert Boozer
Ann Botash
Elizabeth Boucher
Nancy and John Braaten
Sigrid Braaten
Joanne Bracey
Naomi Bradshaw
Ann Brandon
Deborah Branning 
Linda J. Breault
Gail Brown
Nia Brown
Patrick and Lisa Brown
Maryann Bryant
Donna Burk
Lana Burnam
Kurt Byers
James Cameron
Chris Camp
Leslie Camp
Joann Campbell
Toddie Casale
Carmen Cerrio-Belle
Cazenovia Baptist Church
Philip and Christina Chase
Janet Chassman
Vicki Chenault
Sharon Chesna
Kelle Chew
Stephanie Chin
Linda L. Clark
Dan Clement
Lisa Cochrane
Murray Cohen
Rebecca Cooper
Trish Copeland

Speak Out! Rochester Offers 
Survivors a Day of Healing

>> On Saturday, July 29, Prevent 
Child Abuse New York sponsored the 
first annual Speak Out! Rochester, 
an event dedicated to eliminating 
the secrecy and misconceptions that 
surround child abuse and domestic 
violence. Survivors from as far away 
as Ohio came to share their stories 
of abuse and recovery through 
poetry, prose, art, music, dance 
and testimony. Local agencies that 
provide services for people affected 
by abuse and domestic violence 
were present, as were licensed art 
therapists to provide survivors with 
healthy, creative, adult play time.
 The event also hosted 
Rochester’s contribution to the 
Clothesline Project, a national project 
where survivors of child sexual abuse, 
domestic violence, rape, and hate 
crimes based on sexual orientation 
create T-shirts that tell their stories. 
The T-shirts are then displayed for 
the public to see—as a way of airing 
society’s dirty laundry.
 The act of telling one’s story, 
especially a story about something  
as misunderstood and secretive as 
child abuse and domestic violence, 
can be very empowering for survivors; 
the opportunity to go to an event 
held for that sole purpose, attended 
by dozens of other survivors, makes 
for a powerful day of healing. The 
event actually ran past the scheduled 
end time, because so many survivors 
wanted to come forward and talk 
about their experiences.
 Plans are already underway for 
next year’s event, which will hopefully 
be in the month of April—Child 
Abuse Prevention Month—and 
carried out in several cities. If you 
are interested in hosting a Speak 
Out! event in your city, call Jennifer 
at 1-800-CHILDREN.

— Melanie Daniel Blow
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Sandra Jastrzemsla
Dawn Jelen
Margaret Jones
Monroe Judkovics
Allison Kelly
Don and Martha Kennedy
Doug and Josie Kent
Craig Kinkel
Ruth Klepper
Rita Klug
Stephen Knapick
Thad Komorowski
Ellen Koskoff
Jim and Karen Kozak
Paulette La Douceur
Lamar Media Group
Kenneth J. Lau
Stacey Leonard
Mary Leone
Gloria Leone
Bud LePage
Renée Levitt
John Licata
Ellen and Gary Lind
Regina Linguvic-Bonolo
George Lithco
Virna Little
Diane Litwin
Dean Lizzi
Wayne Lombardo
Terry Lowery
Rosetta Lucinski
Rob Lunney
Nancy and Bob Lynk
Kathryn Mac Davitt
Jessica Macri
Rosalie Malerba
Michael and Denise Mallery
Anthony and Marilyn Malone
David Mance
Jill Manti
Arthur Mason
Darla Marazzo
Burt Marshall
Pam Martin
Matrazzo Florist
Deborah & Ernest Matrazzo
Kristen McCann
Patricia and Kevin McLaughlin
Carol McNally
Christina Mendolera
Selena Mercado
Joyce Miller
Ron Miller
Patricia Milward
Jordan and Marlo Mittler
Nancy J. Mongato
Christina Mouzakitis
Malathy N. Muralidharan
Ramabhadran Muralidharan
Sandra Murrin
Connie Nairne
Matt Nalbone and Stephanie   
 Trinzo
Gail Napolitiano
Donna and Henry Neilley 
Richard Nells
Kristen Neubauer
David Newman
Mary Lois Nicholls
Bernadette Njoku
Kathy Noonan
Michael Nunno
John O’ Malley
Dianne O’Connor
Teresa Olander
Angela Orr
Dr. Jaime Pabilonia
Barbara Page
Elizabeth and Gerald Pasquale

Cindy Pesce
Jenn  Piccolo and Ryann Foster
Meg Pietras
Stacey Pisciotta
Barbara Pistorino
Justin Popovics
Kathleen Potts
Tom Practico
Deborah V. Prepodnik
Mark and Becky Previte
Kim Proch
Sara Pulver
Christine Puschkin
Freeman (Ted) Putney
Diane Quarantello
Leslie Quinn
Elizabeth Ragozzino
Kelly Raines
John Recchione
Tom and Sally Reed
Anthony Restaino
Debbie Retzlaff
Korin Reynolds
Levi Richard
Judy Richards
Thomas Roach
Alan and Reva Rothenberg
Jennifer Rumsey
Josh Ryals
Carol J. Saginaw
Jennifer Saltsman
Mark Sanders
Mary Sanders
Brian Sandler
Bridget Sandonato
Susan Sandritter
Nirmala S. Sankaran
Ken Sass
Joseph Sbarbati
Marie Schaefer
Merryl A. Schechtman
Deborah and Proctor  Schenk
Karen Schimke
Andrew Schmarje
Sheila Schreiber
Megan Schreiber
Alyssa Schul
Kevin and Lynn Shreve
Fred Scott
Jerry Seawood
Susan Seawood
Richard Senick
Jeff Shaffer
Ronald and Patricia Shanahan
Phyllis Shapiro
Irene Sills
Michael and Donna Simon
Sharon Sloma
Aimee Smart
Jill Smith
Joann Smith
Mary Smith
Carl T. Solberg
Loretta Somerville
Margaret A. Soutar
Gail Spalla
Patricia Spataro
Barbara Spencer
John Spiak, Spiak A-V
J.P. Stephensen
Roberta K. Sullivan
Rose Sullivan
Summit Pediatrics
Bob Szynkowski
Wayne and Mary Ann Tahara
Alfie Tall
Andrea Tamborski
Marney and Joe Thomas
Neville Thomas
Courtney Thompson
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Amanda Thompson
Elaine Timm
Kari Timmel
Sandra Tonellato
Joseph Torres
Toni Tulino
Robert and Linda Towler
Daniel Tracy
Liliana Trafficante
Taci Veramontes
Yanira Vicuna
Diane Vitello
Pam Vogel
Dolores Vogliano
Iris C. Waters
Marceline J. Watler
Joe Weld
Dorothy West
Willett Auto Repairs
Diane Whitmore
Joanne Whitney
Chris Willard
Heather Wojnar
Judy Wolf
K.E. Wolff
Pamela Wrench
Preeta Yapp
Steven and Cheryl Zimmer
Joseph R. Zirkuli

In-Kind Goods and Services
Price Chopper Campaign:
Applebee’s International
Chocolate Gecko

Niagara Falls Walk for Children:
A System of Sound
Apple Granny Restaurant
Applebee’s
A2Z Rentals
Bada Bean Coffee & Cafe
Ben & Jerry’s
Buffalo Bills
Buffalo Sabres
Buzzy’s Pizza
Casantica Restaurant
Como Restaurants
Domino’s Pizza
Dubuc Chiropractic
Firth Jewelers
Fortuna’s Restaurant
George Edwards Jewelers
Hard Rock Cafe
Honey’s Pizza
John & Mary’s
Lockport Locks and Erie Canal  
 Cruises
Maid of the Mist
Martin’s Fantasy Island
McDonald’s
Michael Coiffeures
Micos III
Mill’s Welding
Miss Buffalo Cruise Boats
Performance Autosound
Ponderosa
Sahlen Packing Company
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens   
 Restaurant
Sam’s Club
Schimschack’s Restaurant
Starbucks
Target
Thaxton’s Restaurant
Tim Hortons
TOPS Market
Viola’s Sub Shop
Wal-Mart
Wegmans
Whitenight’s Jewelers
Zebb’s Deluxe Grill & Bar

Mary Corio
Barbara Costello
Andrea L. Cru
Lissa D’Aquanni
Eileen D’arcy
Jennifer D’Auria
Virgina Davidson
Joyce De Lorenzo
Joseph Del Rosso
Margot DeSevo
Ann Marie Di Marco
Ada Di Scipio
Sally Diaz
Elizabeth Dickinson
Sarah Dibley
Nicole Didas
Matthew Duddy
Jennifer Duncan
Deanna Dunn
John Eckenrode
Janet Eichler
Kelly Elledge
Steven and Michele Emerick
Kristina Erath
Michael and Joanne Esposito
Debra Evans
Mark and Pat Evans
Marybeth Ewing
Alane Fagin
Edward Fallon
Aymen and Ayten Farghaly
Stanley J. and Doris Fenvessy
Amanda Finn
Diane Fire
Carolyn Fish
Sandra R. Flagler
John Fontana
Noel Fotus
Rita Franc
Bob Frawley
Dana Gagliardo
Jack and Ginny Gajewski
Lisa Galatio
Sharon Gallagher
Moira Gallagher-Schorr
Wayne and Sherry Galvin
Virginia Garcia
Pam and Emma Gatto
John and Rebecca Giblin, Jr.
Ray and Barbara Gibson
Julia Gonzalez Soba
Lisa Gordon
Bettina Grammatis
Marissa Granto
Cheryl Grawe
Mark Greene
Bill and Kira Greer
Nicole Groomes
Deborah Guzak
Ian Harrop
Kelly Hartwick-Fitzpatrick
Kenneth Hawkins
Dionne A. Haye
Dina Haynes
Di He
Harriet Helfstein
Carol Henderson
Tesha Hershey
Vicki Highers
Lori Hobbs
Robin Hoch
Paul Hornquist
Robert Hughes
Kim Hunt
Eric Hunt
Michelle Husek
Connie Ignatowski
Stephen Jackson
Dennis Jacobs
Patty Jarszewski
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SAVE THE DATE

12th Annual New York State
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Investing in Children,
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Desmond Hotel
Albany Shaker Road
Albany


